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everywhere; for, since the time they came into this
land of the Setting Sun, they would have multiplied
infinitely. They comprehend these arguments well,
and others that we urge upon them.

Here is an admirable reason for the Eclipse of the
Sun. They say there is a certain being, either a
man or some other creature, who has a great love for
men. He is angry at a very wicked woman, and at
times even conceives the desire to kill her. But he
is withheld, for in doing so he would kill the day and
would bring upon the earth an eternal night. This
wicked creature is the wife of the Manitou, she who
makes the Savages die. The Sun is her heart, [172]
and hence he who should slay her would kill the Sun
forever. Sometimes this man, getting angry at her,
threatens her with death ; her heart trembles and
grows feeble; and it is at such a time, they say, that
we see the Sun eclipsed. When the Sun of Justice
does not illuminate a soul, it knows not even the Sun
which lightens its eyes. They vary so greatly in
their belief that one can have no certainty about it.
Alas, how can we find truth in the midst of error?

They believe, according to what Makheabichti-
chiou told me, that all the people in the world will
die, except two, a man and a woman; that all the
animals will die also, except two of each kind; and
that the world will be peopled anew from the few
that are to remain.

I have heard them tell a number of fables, at least
I imagine the most intelligent among them regard
these tales as fables. I will consider only one, which
seems to me very ridiculous. They relate that, a
man and a woman being in the woods, a Bear came,
which threw itself upon the man, and strangled and



